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1978 Voyager and 
Sportsman-

The 1978 Voyager and Sportsman Wagons 
continue to lead the way as these spaciously 
accommodating vehicles become increasingly 
popular for recreation, travel and personal use. 

Serviceable components have been designed 
so repairs and adjustments can be made more 
easily and efficiently. For example. the wagons 
incorporate passenger-car-styled steering col
umns and instrument panels. The instrument 
cluster can be removed from the front of these 
panels. The heater controls, radio, fuse panel 
and flashers are also front serviceable. This 
new feature also lets you work from above. in 
better light. 

The optional sliding door has been a particu
larly difficult service problem for some techni
cians. However, all door adjustments are easy 
to make once you understand the proper 
method. 
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Sliding 
Door 
Adjustments----------

Although the sliding door mechanisms may 
look complicated, it is actually not difficult to 
adjust the door once you've seen exactly what 
to do. By following the procedures explained in 
this section, alignment of the door for correct 
positioning and sealing should present no 
difficulties. 

----- oooR POSITION----

Begin by examining the door to see how it lines 
up within the body while latched in the fully 
closed position. The gap around all sides 
should be fairly even (Fig. 1 }. Remember, how
ever, that the front and rear edge gap will vary 
depending upon how hard the door is closed. 
Slamming the sliding door causes it to seat 
closer to the front edge of the frame; closing it 
gently causes it to seat nearer to the rear edge. 
When properly adjusted, the door should close 
securely with firm but moderate force. It should 
not require excessive force to close the door 

Fig. 1 - Door gap should be about the same around all 
edges. 

FORE AND AFT POSITIONING 

The hinge-roller assembly striker (Fig. 2) deter
mines the fore and aft position of the door as 
well as the relative front and rear door edge 
gap. Remove the two-piece roller track cover 
before attempting to service this part of the 
door. • 

Fig. 2 - The hinge roller assembly striker determines 
fore and aft positioning. 

To make fore or aft adjustments, loosen the two 
striker bolts, move the striker in the desired 
direction and tighten the bolts (Fig.2}. Then 
open and close the door several times to deter
mine if the fit is correct. Once the door is 
adjusted properly, check to see if the latching 
pawl engages fully with the front striker Shim 
the front striker if necessary (Fig 3) so the 
stabilizer pin extends Y2 to % inch into the 
rubber socket on the striker (Fig. 4). Caution: 

Fig. 3-If necessary, shim the front striker to achieve Y2 
to� of an inch stabilizer penetration . 
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Fig. 4 - Proper penetration measurement of stabilizer 
and pawl. 

Do not attempt to use the front striker to posi
tion the door fore or aft. The purpose of the 
front striker is only to secure the front edge of 
the door while in the closed position. 

If the front striker is removed for shimming, it 
must be realigned to insure proper latching 
operation. 

Loosen the front striker so the bolts are just 
finger tight. Pre-position the striker by visually 
lining up the stabilizer pin and pawl. Then 
close the door as you would during normal 
operation. The striker should now be aligned. 
Carefully open the door and fully tighten the 
striker bolts. 
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Changing the fore/aft position of the door may 
also affect how the rear center latch engages 
with the striker. When properly adjusted, the 
latch should fall near the center of the striker 
(Fig. 5). If necessary, place shims between the 
striker and the pillar so that the catch does not 
strike the flange, being careful to mark the 
location of the striker before loosening the 
bolts. This will ensure that the vertical and 
horizontal (side-to-side) location of the striker 
is not accidentally disturbed. 

Fig 5-Rear center latch should fall near the center of 
the striker. 

. 
VERTICAL POSITIONING - FRONT EDGE 

To adjust the door height at the front, loosen 
the three upper roller bracket bolts (Fig. 6 left), 
and the four lower attaching bolts (Fig. 6 right). 

• . and the lower attaching bolts allows the front edge of 
the door to be moved vertically. 
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The door's front corner can now be moved up 
or down as required. Once in the correct posi
tion, tighten the lower bolts. Then secure the 
upper roller bracket bolts, making sure there is 
at least .060 inch clearance between the top of 
the roller and the top of the track (Fig. 7). After 
making this adjustment, check, and if neces
sary align the front striker with the pawl and 
stabilizer pin as described in the section on 
Fore and Aft Positioning. 

Fig. 7 -Proper roller operation requires .060 inch 
clearance at all points along the track. 

VERTICAL POSITIONING - REAR EDGE 

Begin adjusting door height at the rear edge by 
loosening the rear center striker (Fig. 8). Move 
the striker up or down by the amount the door 
is to be raised or lowered (Fig. 9). Make sure to 
keep the striker wedge top flange in the hori
zontal position. Then tighten the striker screws 

Fig. 8-Loosening two screws allows rear center striker 
adjustment. 

-

Fig. 9-Adjustment of the rear center striker determines 
door height at the rear. 

and close the door so the rear latch is ajar -
caught but not locked in the fully closed 
position. 

Loosen the three hinge bolts (Fig. 10) and close 
the door tightly in the locked position. If your 
rear center striker readjustment was correct, 
the vertical height should now be correct. If 
not, it will be necessary to readjust the striker. 

Fig. 10- Loosen the hinge bolts when repositioning the 
rear edge. 

Once the center striker is lined up correctly, 
place the door handle in the locked position. 
Now push the front edge of the hinge upward 
to the maximum distance (Fig. 11), and slightly 
tighten the front bolt. Then pull down firmly on 
the swing-arm (Fig. 12) and fully tighten all 
three bolts. Remember to check the rear center 
striker after making this adjustment. The latch 
pawl must clear the striker bar by 1/32 inch as it 
swings over the striker. 
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Fig. 11 - Push the front of the hinge up until all of the 
slack Is removed. 

SWING-ARM OPERATION 

In order for the swing-arm to work properly, the 
locking lever (Fig. 13) and forward position 
locking catch (Fig.14) must engage and release 

Fig. 12 -After snugging the front bolt, pull down firmly 
on the swing·arm and tighten all three bolts. 

at the right time. If either the lever or catch 
miss the striker, use shims to raise the striker to 
the proper position (Fig. 15). 

Fig. 13 - Locking lever engaged 
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The function of the locking catch is to assure 
that the door is held fully forward when going 

Fig. 14-Locking catch engaged. 

Fig. 15- Insert shim to bring striker out. 

Fig. 16- Catch or lever failure can cause the door to 
strike the body. 

in and out of the closed position. The locking 
lever holds the door away from the body of the 
vehicle while rolling along the track. Failure of 
either the catch or the lever to operate cor
rectly may result in the door striking the body 
(Fig. 16). 

IN AND OUT ADJUSTMENTS 

To keep the door lines flush with the body, the 
door is adjusted at three points: front upper 
corner, front lower corner and the rear center 
striker. 

To move the front upper corner in or out, 
loosen the roller stud nut (Fig. 17), and move 
the door edge in line with the body. Remember 
to maintain .060 inch clearance between the 
roller and the top of the track. 

Fig. 17 -Loosen the roller stud nut to align the top front 
edge. 

Fig. 18-Adjust the lower front corner in or out at the 
roller bracket. 
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Move the lower front corner in or out by loos
ening the two lower support roller bracket 
bolts (Fig. 18). Align the lower edge and tighten 
the bolts. 

By moving the rear center striker towards the 
inside or the outside of the door opening, the 
rear edge of the door can be moved in or out. 
(Fig. 9) 

Remember, moving one corner in or out causes 
the diagonal corner to move in the reverse 
direction (Fig. 19). By using a combination of 
adjustments at the three points, it is possible to 
secure a flush fit on all sides. 
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Fig. 19-Moving one corner In or out causes the 
opposite corner to move the other way. 

Fig. 20-Catch seated fully on striker ensures safe 
operation. 

HOLD-OPEN CATCH 

The hold-open catch keeps the door from slid
ing forward while in the fully open position. It 
must seat completely on the striker to ensure 
safe operation (Fig. 20). To adjust for proper 
seating, slacken the two striker bolts and move 
the hold-open striker up or down to gain the 
correct fit (Fig. 21 ). Take any slack out of the 
hold-open catch release rod by adjusting the 
catch nut, located beneath the catch, until the 
release lever just contacts the catch (Fig. 22). 

Fig. 21  -Loosen the striker bolts for vertical adjustment. 

Fig 22 -Adjust nut until the release lever just contacis 
the latch. 

Important: Lubricate all of the moving parts on 
the sliding door often and thoroughly. Even a 
precisely adjusted door cannot operate well 
without lubrication. 
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SERVICE LUBRICATION PROCEDURES 

t-

I-

Latches - Front and Rear 

Upper Hinge Swing Lock Striker 

Open Position Catch Pivot 

Rear Latch Striker Shaft 

Rear Latch Striker Rubber Wedge 

Open Position Striker 

Upper Front Corner Wedge 

Upper Rear Hinge Pivots 

Lower Track 

---- I-

Upper Rear Hinge Retaining Spring 

Instrument Panel 
and 

Same as front door latches. 
-

Lubriplate every 6 months. 

Light engine oil every 6 mos. 

Lubriplate - light film every 6 months. 

Silicone Jelly or spray on wedge 
(brass) surface - 6 mos. 

Lubriplate contact flange -6 months. 

Silicone jelly or spray on guide surface 
-2years. 

Light engine oil - 2 years. 

Clean lower surface as required and 
wipe on a thin film of lubriplate or jelly 
silicone onto the entire length of the 
track. 

Lubriplate every 1 year. or as required, 
the hinge end of the spring hook. 

2 
Steering Column---------

Fig. 23-The instrument panel 1s attractive for its serviceability as well as its styling. 

Servicing the passenger-car-styled instrument 
panel requires much less effort than that of 
previous models (Fig. 23). After unscrewing the 
faceplate from the instrument panel (Fig. 24), 
the technician can easily service the cluster, 

panel lamps, voltage limiter. radio and head
lamp switch. The temperature control cover 
also removes quickly, giving access to the tem
perature control panel and cigarette lighter 
(Fig. 25). 
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Fig. 24 -After removing screws, the faceplate lifts away. 

Fig. 25-Two screws retain the temperature control 
cover. 

'7 
Fig. 26- The cluster removes easily for bench servicing. 
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Fig 27 - Disconnect the shift selector cable before 
removing the steering column or instrument 
cluster. 

Fig. 28-Use pliers to remove the snap pins. 
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Fig. 29 -With pins removed, the lenses lift from the cluster. 

Fig. 30 -All ga�ges except the speedometer unscrew from behind. 
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To remove the entire instrument cluster. take 
out the screws. Remove the two multi-pin con
nector plugs and pull the speedometer cable 
free from the yoke spring (Fig. 26). NOTE: 
Speedometer yoke spring shown in Fig. 30. 

Remember to disconnect the cable which ex
tends from the shift select indicator to the 
steering column. This cable must also be dis
connected whenever the column is removed to 
avoid damaging the indicator (Fig. 27). 

Once the cluster is taken out, the instruments 
can be reached after removing the lenses. Do 
this by extracting the nylon snap pins from 
around the edge of each lens (Figs. 28 and 29). 

Except for the speedometer, which unscrews 
from the front, all gauges are held in place by 
retainer nuts at the back of the cluster. The 
snap-in lamps which are serviceable from the 
front of the cluster, are also removable from the 
rear by twisting the V4 turn sockets which hold 
them in place (Fig. 30). 

The voltage limiter - a rectangular metal box 
located between the speedometer and fuel 
gauge - is serviced from the front. The limiter 
can be pulled with pliers for quick replace
ment. If the fuel, temperature and oil pressure 
gauge ever fail simultaneously it probably indi
cates a faulty voltage limiter. The limiter does 
not affect the ammeter. which is on a separate 
circuit. 

WIPER CONTROLS AND CLOCK 

Both the windshield wiper controls and the 

Fig. 31 -The intermittent wiper system requires a new 
intermittent wipe control unit. 
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electronic ciock or chronometer must be serv
iced from behind the instrument panel. 

On the optional intermittent wiper system there 
is an additional intermittent wipe control unit 
mounted near the back of the wiper switch unit 
(Fig. 31 ). When servicing the wiper controls it 
may be necessary to remove this control unit 
also. 

The digital clock is held in place by a rear 
mounting plate. Unplug the clock and remove 
the mounting plate nuts for servicing (Fig. 32). 

Fig. 32-The clock is unfastened from behind the panel. 

RADIO AND ANTENNA 

All radios used on Voyager and Sportsman 
Wagons are front removable (Fig. 33). And 
since these radios mount directly to the metal 
instrument panel frame, no ground strap is 

Fig. 33- The front-mounted radio requires no ground 
strap. 
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Fig. 34- Perform CB trim at the antenna base. 

used. For servicing, the radio is unscrewed as 
shown, and unplugged in the back. The AM-FM 
Stereo/CB radios use two antenna cables 
which come from a splitter assembly on the 
new three-way antenna (Fig. 34). One cable -
AM-FM - plugs into the radio and the other -
CB - threads onto a socket. CB antenna trim 
is performed by turning an allen screw in the 
antenna base. The mast must be removed to 
make this adjustment. AM antenna trim is still 
located at the radio as before. 

FUSE AND FLASHER ACCESS 

The full fuse panel is located conveniently un
der the glove box door (Fig. 35). The flasher 
units mount beneath the fuses and can be eas
ily reached by pulling the plastic glove box 
liner (Fig. 36). 

Fig. 35 -This handy location makes fuse servicing a 
snap. 

Fig. 36-With glove box liner removed, the flashers are 
easily reached. 

I Front Door-----------

Front door adjustments have been made eas
ier, too, since a large area has been cut out in 
the sheet metal to give better access to the 
lower hinge bolts (Fig. 37). The top bolts are 
also accessible after removing the front 
plenum from above the hood (Fig. 38) You'll 

have to pull the wiper arms to remove the 
plenum. So remember that the wipers are held 
onto the shafts by spring-loaded retainer clips. 
Detailed door adjustment procedures are given 
in the Service Manual. 

MyMopar.com



Fig. 37 -New cutaway improves access to front door 
lower hinge bolts. 

Concealed 
Hinge 

Fig 38-With plenum removed, the front door upper 
hinge bolts can be reached for adjustment. 

Windows------------

Fig. 39-Remove three screws from the locking plate • • •  

The new concealed hinge windows come out 
after removing the three screws which secure 
the locking plate {Fig. 39 left). Just swing the 
glass out 90 degrees from the wagon and it will 
then come free from the top hinge {Fig. 39 
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• . .  and the concealed hinge window lifts away 

right). If the window does not fit tightly against 
the seal when in the locked position, place a 
shim between the locking plate and the body 
{Fig. 40). This will pull the window tighter 
against the weatherstrip. 
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Fig. 40-If necessary, shim the locking plate to improve window seal. 

Additional 5. Features-------------------------

Other new Voyager/Sportsman improvements 
for 1978 include a shorter engine cover, foot-

Fig. 41 -Transmission dipstick is now �nder the hood. 

operated parking brake, extended transmis
sion dipstick located under the hood (Fig. 41), 
and a suspended accelerator pedal. 

Chrysler Corporation has standardized many 
of their truck and auto parts. This makes it 
easier to match and obtain items which are 
used on various models in the corporate line. 
Included among these standardized items are 
common strikers, tapping plates, and retainers 
for front, side and rear hinged doors; common 
sliding door outside track covers for all wheel 
bases; common seat frames for all bucket 
seats except reclining seats, which use passen
ger-car seat frames, and much more. 

With continued improvement and standardiza
tion of parts, you can expect servicing to be
come less complicated and more enjoyable in 
the years to come. 
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INSTRUCTIONS: The first three questions are mult1ple-cho1ce type Circle the letter 1n front of the statement which you 
think 1s correct For example, 1f your choice in question number 1 1s @, put a circle around it Questions 4 through 10 are 
TRUE OR FALSE type Put a mark after TRUE 181 1f you think the statement is correct; put a mark after FALSE 1811f you 

think the statement Is incorrect Be sure to wnte your name in the space provided After completing the quiz, turn 1t 1n to 
your Meeting Leader 

1. Which of the followlng gauges ere not effected 
by the voltage limiter? 

A. Fuel 
B. Temperature 

"(C. Ammeter 
D. Oil Pressure 

2 Which of the following dash components ere 
not front serviceable? 

A. Speedometer 
B. Radio 
C Clock 
D. Voltage Limiter 

@,The hold-open catch Is adjusted at the catch 
nut end: 

A At the striker 
B. At the forward position locking latch 
C. At the locking lever 
D. At the catch adjustment ratchet 

4. Fore end Aft positioning of the sliding door Is 
determined by the front striker. 

TRUE 0 FALSE [H/ 

5. The front striker Is ellgned by finger tightening 
the striker bolts end closing the door. 

TRUE BJ FALSE 0 

6. All vertical adjustment at the rear edge of the 
sliding door Is done by moving the swing-arm. 

TRUE 13 FALSE 0 

7. Shims must be used If the locking catch does 
not engage with the hinge roller assembly 
striker. 

/ 
TRUE 0 FALSE 0'°" 

8. Vertical positioning et the front edge of the 
door Is determined by the front striker. 

TRUE 0 FALSE (3 

9. The CB antenna trim Is located near the vol
ume knob on the radio. 

TRUE 0 FALSE [3 

10. The concealed hinge windows adjust for 
tighter sealing by varying the screw tension. 

TRUE 0 FALSE f9 
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